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MODULE SPECIFICATION FORM 
 
Module Title: Families and Society Level: 4 Credit Value: 20 
 
Module 
code:EDC414 

 Semester(s) in which to 
be offered: 

1/2 With effect 
from: 

Sept, 
2010 

 
Existing/New: New Title of module being 

replaced (if any): 
EDC 131 – Sociology for Childhood 

 
Originating Subject: Education and Childhood 

Studies 
Module 
Leader: 

 

 
Module duration 
(contact hours/ 
directed/directed 
private study: 

60 hrs (contact) 
60 hrs (directed) 
80 hrs (private) 
 

Status: core/option/elective 
(identify programme where 
appropriate): 

 
Option 

 
Percentage taught by Subjects other than 
originating Subject (please name other 
Subjects): 

 
None 

 
 
Programme(s) in which to be 
offered: 
 
BA (Hons) Education and 
Childhood Studies 
BA (Hons) Families and 
Childhood Studies 

Pre-requisites per 
programme (between levels): 
 

None 
 
 

Co-requisites per programme 
(within a level): 
 

None 

 
Module Aims: 
 
To raise students’ awareness and understanding of the discipline of sociology, including 
social policy for children, young people and families and the complexities of childhood and 
society. 
 
 



Expected Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 
1. Give an insight into sociology and the social policy of families and childhood; 
2. Discuss the multi-faceted nature of society; 
3. Outline the degree of ‘fit’ between the assumptions and prescriptions of the ruling social 

order and the experiences and understandings of children, young people and families; 
4. Examine the changing nature of the ‘family’; 
5. Highlight issues of citizenship, rights and responsibilities. 
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 
• Communication – verbal and written 
• Reflect upon own ideas and assumptions 
• Working with others 
• Managing own learning 
• Listening and respecting the views of others 
 
 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
Choose a journal article related to social policy, children, young people and families. Discuss 
main arguments of article with reference to social theory. 
 
 
Assessment Learning Outcomes 

to be met 
Type of 

assessment 
Weighting Word count or 

equivalent if 
appropriate 

1 
 

All Written Discussion 
of Journal Article 

100% 4,000 

 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The teaching and learning strategies will employ a range of methods, including lecture, 
seminar, student presentations and external speakers with specific areas of expertise. 
Sessions will comprise of the presentation of information, reading, case studies, practical 
activities, review of selected video/DVD material and discussion. Peer group and individual 
discussion will allow the tutor to monitor the student’s ability to reflect upon and evaluate their 
own ideas and practice via discussion groups, individual research and tutorials. 
 
 
Syllabus outline: 
 

• What is sociology – studying childhood and family 

• Social policy 



• Children, young people, families and social policy 

• Socialisation, gender, race and ethnicity 

• Social stratification and class 

• The family 

• Culture and childhood – the nature of childhood 

• Citizenship, rights and responsibilities  

• Poverty and health 

• Negotiating childhood – children as participant agents in social relations 

• Diversity and reflection 

• How do we account for what we are now 

• Socialisation 
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